
Survey of Research Integrity Officers on Final ORI Research Misconduct Rule

Survey Instructions & Information
Instructions:

Who is conducting this survey?

This survey is being jointly conducted by COGR (Council on Governmental Relations) and ARIO (Association of Research Integrity Officers).  Representatives from both COGR and ARIO will have access to and analyze the survey responses.

Who should complete this survey?

This survey is being sent to COGR and ARIO members.  It is designed to be answered by the individual at the institution who is responsible for administering the institution’s policies and processes regarding the review of allegations of research misconduct (i.e., fabrication, falsification, and plagiarism).  At many institutions this individual may be the research integrity officer, but it will vary from institution to institution.   If you receive this survey link and you are not responsible for handling your institution's allegations of research misconduct, please forward the link to the appropriate individual for response.  Only one response per institution should be submitted.

What is the purpose of this survey? 

The federal Office of Research Integrity (ORI) recently issued its final research misconduct rule – Public Health Service (PHS) Policies on Research Misconduct  (“Final Rule”) – which updated the requirements for the policies and process that institutions must have in place to address allegations of research misconduct concerning PHS-supported research.  This survey is designed to identify areas of the Final Rule for which RIOs or other individuals responsible for handling allegations of research misconduct believe it would be beneficial to receive additional guidance or clarification from (a) ORI; (b) the RIO community working through COGR and ARIO; or (c) both ORI and the RIO community.  COGR and ARIO will use the information that is collected in developing advocacy plans, communications with ORI, and materials to assist member institutions in their implementation of the Final Rule.

How Long Does the Survey Take to Complete?

If you are familiar with the provisions of the Final Rule, it should take about 15 minutes to complete the survey.  If you are less familiar with the provisions of the Final Rule, you may want to look at the following summaries of its provisions before you start the survey: 
· ORI/ARIO Presentation Slides from COGR October 2024 Meeting
· COGR's September 2024 Update to the Membership
· ARIO's Final Rule Resources (ARIO member log in required)
Confidentiality of Information

COGR and ARIO will keep the information that they collect confidential and only report results in an aggregated and deidentified fashion.

Collection Tool and Due Date

COGR and ARIO will use the Alchemer online survey tool to collect survey responses.  Responses are due no later than November 30, 2024.  A Word copy of the survey is available so that institutions can preview the questions before completing the online survey.

Points of Contact

For  questions regarding the survey, please contact Kris West, COGR’s Director of Research Ethics & Compliance at kwest@cogr.edu and Lauran Qualkenbush, ARIO’s President at lhaney@northwestern.edu.

Survey Logistical Information:

Do not use your browser’s back button during the survey, doing so will cause data loss.  Only use the survey navigation buttons (at the bottom of the page) to navigate through the survey. 

You may review your answers before submitting and download a PDF copy of your survey answers at the end.


 


Contact & Demographic Information
All survey answers will be de-identified and reported in aggregate.

ID: 37
1) Contact Information
ID: 41
First Name: _________________________________________________
ID: 42
Last Name: _________________________________________________
ID: 43
Title: _________________________________________________
ID: 44
Institution: _________________________________________________
ID: 45
Email:: _________________________________________________
ID: 46
Please verify you are the individual at your institution who is responsible for handling allegations of research misconduct before completing this survey.*
( ) Yes, I am the person at my institution who is responsible for handling allegations of research misconduct.
ID: 107
I am the:
( ) RIO
( ) Institutional Official
( ) Deciding Official
( ) Other - Write In (Required): _________________________________________________*

ID: 47
2) Demographic Information
ID: 48
How long have you served as the individual at your institution who handles allegations of research misconduct?
( ) 0-1 years
( ) 1-5 years
( ) 5-10 years
( ) Over 10 years
ID: 49
Is your institution public or private?
( ) Public
( ) Private
ID: 50
Please select all responses that describe your institution:
[ ] College or university
[ ] Independent research institute
[ ] Medical center
[ ] Other - Write In (Required): _________________________________________________*
ID: 51
Over the past five (5) years, how many research misconduct Inquiries has your institution conducted under the existing PHS Policies on Research Misconduct (42 CFR Part 93)?
( ) 0-1
( ) 1-5
( ) 5-10
( ) Over 10
ID: 52
For the Inquires that were conducted over the past five (5) years, how many progressed to the Investigation stage under the existing PHS Policies on Research Misconduct?
( ) 0-1
( ) 1-5
( ) 5-10
( ) Over 10


Questions Regarding the Final Rule

ID: 53
3) 
Definitions:  Each of the following terms is a defined term in the Final Rule.   

[NOTE:  The term marked with an asterisk is one for which ORI has suggested it will issuance guidance 
· “Accepted practices of the relevant research community”
· “Administrative Record”
· “Assessment”
· “Institutional Certifying Official”
· “Institutional Deciding Official”
· “Institutional Record”
· “Intentionally”
· “Knowingly”
· “Recklessly"
· "Research Integrity Officer"
· “Research record”* 
For each of the foregoing items, please drag and drop the term into the appropriate "bucket", to indicate what clarification or guidance is needed (if any) for your institution to implement these provisions.
	
	Needs ORI clarification or guidance
	Needs RIO community clarification or guidance
	Needs both ORI and RIO community clarification or guidance
	No additional clarification or guidance necessary

	Accepted practices of the relevant research community
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Administrative Record
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Assessment
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Institutional Certifying Official
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Institutional Deciding Official
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Institutional Record
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Intentionally
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Knowingly
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Recklessly
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Research Integrity Officer
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Research Record
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________



ID: 72
4) Are there any other defined terms in the Final Rule for which you would like to see additional clarification or guidance?  If so, list them here along with whether they need ORI clarification or guidance, RIO community clarification or guidance, or both.
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

ID: 73
5) Policy and Institutional Requirements:  The Final Rule made changes to each of the following requirements: [NOTE: Items with an asterisk are items for which ORI indicated that it may provide guidance.]
  
· Time Limitations including application of the Subsequent use exception [42 CFR §93.104]   
· Confidentiality (including application of need-to-know criteria) [42 CFR §93.106] 
· Fostering a research environment that promotes research integrity* [42 CFR §93.300(c)]
· Maintaining a research integrity assurance and making available to the public policies and procedures for addressing allegation of research misconduct* [42 CFR §93.302]
· Sequestration of evidence [42 CFR §93.305(a)]
· Handling allegations involving multiple respondents* [42 CFR §93.305(d)]
· Allegations involving multiple institutions* [42 CFR §93.305(e)]
· Use of a committee, consortium, or other person to conduct research misconduct proceedings* [42 CFR §93.305(f)]
· Closing of cases at assessment, inquiry, or investigation [42 CFR §93.317]
· Requirements for admission statements [42 CFR §93.317(b)]
For each of the foregoing items, please drag and drop the item into the appropriate "bucket", to indicate what clarification or guidance is needed (if any) for your institution to implement these provisions.
	
	Needs ORI clarification or guidance
	Needs RIO community clarification or guidance
	Needs both ORI and RIO community clarification or guidance
	No additional clarification or guidance necessary.

	• Time Limitations including application of the Subsequent use exception [42 CFR §93.104] 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	• Confidentiality (including application of need-to-know criteria) [42 CFR §93.106] 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Fostering a research environment that • Fostering a research environment that promotes research integrity* [42 CFR §93.300(c)]
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	• Maintaining a research integrity assurance and making available to the public policies and procedures for addressing allegation of research misconduct* [42 CFR §93.302]
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Sequestration of evidence [42 CFR §93.305(a)]
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	• Handling allegations involving multiple respondents* [42 CFR §93.305(d)]
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Allegations involving multiple institutions* [42 CFR §93.305(e)]
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	• Use of a committee, consortium, or other person to conduct research misconduct proceedings* [42 CFR §93.305(f)]
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	• Closing of cases at assessment, inquiry, or investigation [42 CFR §93.317]
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Requirements for admission statements [42 CFR §93.317(b)]
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________



ID: 84
6) Are there any other policy requirements in the Final Rule for which you would like to see additional clarification or guidance?  If so, list them here along with whether they need ORI clarification or guidance, RIO community clarification or guidance, or both.
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 


Phases of the Review Process
.

ID: 85
7) Assessment:  The Final Rule added a formal Assessment process under 42 CFR §93.307, which requires that the assessment be documented.  In order to develop and implement this Assessment process do you believe this phase of the proceedings: 
( ) Needs ORI clarification or guidance
( ) Needs RIO community clarification or guidance
( ) Needs both ORI and RIO community clarification or guidance
( ) No additional clarification or guidance necessary.

ID: 86
8) Inquiry:  The Final Rule made several significant changes to the Inquiry Process, which are listed below: 
· RIOs are explicitly permitted to conduct inquiries 
· Notification of whether an investigation is warranted and provision of relevant provisions of the inquiry report need not be provided to the complainant 
· Persons who may be interviewed as part of the inquiry
· Detailed specifications for the inquiry report 
· Detailed specifications for developing and maintaining an institutional record 
· No requirement to conduct a separate inquiry when additional respondents are identified at inquiry or investigation 
For each of the foregoing items, please drag and drop the item into the appropriate "bucket" to indicate what clarification or guidance is needed (if any) for your institution to implement these provisions.
	
	Needs ORI clarification or guidance
	Needs RIO community clarification or guidance
	Needs both ORI and RIO community clarification or guidance
	No additional clarification or guidance necessary.

	RIOs are explicitly permitted to conduct inquiries 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Notification of whether an investigation is warranted and provision of relevant provisions of the inquiry report need not be provided to the complainant 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Persons who may be interviewed as part of the inquiry
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Detailed specifications for the inquiry report 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Detailed specifications for developing and maintaining an institutional record 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	No requirement to conduct a separate inquiry when additional respondents are identified at inquiry or investigation 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
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9) Investigation:  The Final Rule made several significant changes to the Investigation Process, which are listed below:  
  
· The same investigation committee may investigate multiple respondents, but there must be separate investigation reports and determinations for each respondent.
· Respondents may not be present for witness interviews, but they must receive copies of interview transcripts. 
· A complainant may, but is not required to, be provided with a copy of the draft investigation report.
· Detailed requirements for investigation reports. 
· Added role of Deciding Official with specified duties. 
· Detailed requirements for development, maintenance and transmittal of institutional record. 
· Requirement to pursue leads.
For each of the foregoing items, please drag and drop the item into the appropriate "bucket" to indicate what clarification or guidance is needed (if any) for your institution to implement these provisions.
	
	Needs ORI clarification or guidance
	Needs RIO community clarification or guidance
	Needs both ORI and RIO community clarification or guidance
	No additional clarification or guidance necessary.

	The same investigation committee may investigate multiple respondents, but there must be separate investigation reports and determinations for each respondent.
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Respondents may not be present for witness interviews, but they must receive copies of interview transcripts. 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	A complainant may, but is not required to, be provided with a copy of the draft investigation report.
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Detailed requirements for investigation reports. 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Added role of Deciding Official with specified duties. 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Detailed requirements for development, maintenance and transmittal of institutional record. 
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________

	Requirement to pursue leads.
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________
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10) Are there any other provisions in the Final Rule for which you would like to see additional guidance or clarification?  If so, list the pertinent section in the guidance and whether they need ORI clarification or guidance, RIO community clarification or guidance, or both.
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 


Questions Regarding Institutional Implementation of the Final Rule 
.

ID: 104
11) Will your institution be implementing the Final Rule prior to January 1, 2026, the date on which all regulatory requirements of the rule are applicable?
( ) Yes
( ) No

ID: 105
12) Please describe any other issues, concerns, or comments you have regarding the Final Rule.
 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 


Thank You!




