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Elections dominate the agenda

• Presidential cycle

• Narrow margins

• Factions, not parties

2024- The Congressional Landscape
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The Landscape – No More Middle

Source: The Cook Political Report, accessed 4/5/24 athttps://www.cookpolitical.com/ratings/house-race-ratings 



Confidence in Higher Education 
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Percent of Americans with “Great Deal” or “Quite A Lot” of Confidence in Institutions

Nine Major U.S. Institutions Public Schools Higher Education

Source: Gallup; Nine institutions: Banks, Big Business, the military, the Supreme Court, Congress, church/organized religion, public schools, newspapers, and organized labor



Americans 
Losing Faith
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Challenging Fall for Campuses 

• FAFSA chaos and delays
• Impact on enrollments 
• October deadline for next FAFSA 

• Title IX implementation (due August 1st)

• GE and FVT reporting due

• DOL overtime rules 

• Possible protests and campus unrest



Political 
Response 

on Campus 
Unrest

Congress
• Hearings…and 

hearings…and hearings
• “Whole House” approach
• Ongoing investigations
• Foreign influence 

concerns 
• Many options, no path

Administration 
• Investigations
• Guidance
• Expanded resources
• Multi-agency effort



Other major issues to watch this year: 

• FY 2025 appropriations 

• Research Policy- “countries of concern”, etc…

• Continuing interest in endowments
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Research Policy 

Congressional Activity: 
Countries of Concern, 

F&A and Endowments, and 
Potential restrictions on federal research funding
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Countries of Concern
  

•  BIOSECURE Act H.R.7085, now H.R. 8333, S. 3558

• Four provisions in House NDAA, H.R. 8070

• ENFORCE Act H.R. 8315, and Invent Here, Make it Here, S. 1956
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F&A and Endowments 

• Encampments or Endowments Act, Sen. Vance (R-OH)

• No Subsidies for Wealthy Universities Act, S. 4247, H.R. 8224, 
Sen. Lee (R-UT) and Rep. Cline R-VA) 
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Potential Restrictions on Federal Research Funding 
• House Committees

• National Institutes of Health 

Pollev.com/cogrstaff949  Ask a question from your seat!



Possible Pathways 
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Federal R&D Funding

Alessandra Zimmermann
7 June 2024
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The FY 2024 Budget “Process” 
at a Glance

https://www.aaas.org/news/final-fy-2024-budget

Estimated R&D in FY 2024 Appropriations
(budget authority in millions of dollars)

FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2024 FY23-24 Change
Estimated Request Final Amount Percent

Basic Research 47,210 48,345 44,300 -2,910 -6.2%

Applied Research 49,925 52,476 48,840 -1,085 -2.2%

Development 94,782 100,762 98,563 3,781 4.0%

R&D Facilities 7,850 7,591 4,295 -3,555 -45.3%

Total R&D 199,766 209,174 195,629 -4,137 -2.1%

Defense R&D* 99,004 102,280 104,968 5,964 6.0%

Nondefense R&D 100,762 106,894 90,662 -10,101 -10.0%

https://www.aaas.org/news/final-fy-2024-budget
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How does this compare?
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Federal R&D Budget Authority
Billions of constant 2023 dollars

Nondefense Defense ARRA R&D (Comparable)* R&D / GDP (Right Scale)

*In FY 2017-2020 late-stage development, testing, evaluation, and support, mostly in DOD, was no longer counted as R&D. The "comparable" series adds this funding back in for illustrative purposes. 
Based on OMB, agency, CBO, and appropriations data| AAAS  2024
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A first look at FY 2025

https://www.aaas.org/news/presidential-budget-request-2025
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*Includes renewables and efficiency, nuclear, fossil, grid, cybersecurity, ARPA-E, demonstration. 
**Includes ARS, NIFA, ERS, NASS, Forest Service Research. | AAAS 2024

https://www.aaas.org/news/presidential-budget-request-2025
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Keep up to date on the details

https://www.aaas.org/news/fy-2025-rd-appropriations-dashboard
https://www.aaas.org/news/stem-earmarks-2024

https://www.aaas.org/news/fy-2025-rd-appropriations-dashboard
https://www.aaas.org/news/stem-earmarks-2024
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Contact me:

AZIMMERMANN@AAAS.ORG TWITTER: @ALESSZIMM AAAS.ORG/RD

mailto:azimmermann@aaas.org
https://www.aaas.org/rd
https://www.aaas.org/rd
mailto:azimmermann@aaas.org
https://www.aaas.org/rd
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