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2/28/25 
 
The following is a statement by COGR President Matt Owens about the newly 
announced HHS Policy on Adhering to the Text of the Administrative Procedure 
Act to be published on March 3, 2025: 
 
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-
03300.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_
source=federalregister.gov 
 
“HHS’s proclamation that it has abandoned its longstanding policy of seeking public 
input on its rule making under the Administrative Procedures Act flies in the face of 
the Trump Administration’s professed mandate for greater transparency.   For 
decades HHS policies affecting public health and research institutions have 
benefitted from public stakeholder participation in the policy process. Public input is 
an essential element of the policy process that reflects our nation’s democratic 
principles.  As it always has, COGR stands ready to provide constructive input to HHS 
policies. I urge HHS to rescind this misguided dictum.” 
 
COGR is the national authority on federal policies and regulations affecting U.S. 
research institutions.  We provide a unified voice for over 220 research universities 
and affiliated academic medical centers and research institutes. Our work 
strengthens the research partnership between the federal government and research 
institutions and furthers the frontiers of science, technology, and knowledge. We 
advocate for effective and efficient research policies and regulations that maximize 
and safeguard research investments and minimize administrative and cost burdens. 
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