COUNCIL ON GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

1200 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 460, Washington, D.C.  20005

(202) 289-6655/(202) 289-6698 (FAX)

October 19, 2015
AGENDA

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

WASHINGTON MARRIOTT HOTEL

October 22-23, 2015
Planning information for the upcoming meeting of the Council on Governmental Relations was sent to the COGR Listserve in August 2015.  Those planning to attend should make hotel reservations at the Washington Marriott Hotel at 1221 22nd Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. and should send registration notices along with registration fees to the COGR office. There is a block of rooms reserved for COGR participants. After this block fills, reservations will be accepted only on a space and rate available basis.  There may still be rooms available at the hotel, but these would not have the COGR rate.   For reservations already made, changes should be made by telephone to the hotel (202-872-1500) and by FAX to the COGR office (202-289-6698).  Meeting registration cancellations must be received in writing, preferably via email to trusso@cogr.edu, no later than Thursday, October 15, 2015 to receive a refund of the registration fee.
Thursday, October 22, 2015
· 8:30 a.m. Registration
· 10:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. Thursday Morning Sessions – There are two sessions on Thursday morning.
Joint Session:  Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects (Common Rule) and Laboratory Safety.  
Common Rule.  The Department of Health and Human Services, together with 15 other Federal agencies, released a notice of proposed rulemaking to modernize and strengthen the Common Rule on September 8, 2015. The Common Rule was last updated in 1991 and an ANPRM released in July 2011. COGR has formed a member working group to assist in the development of our response.  In this session, working group members will review proposed revisions and offer insights into COGR’s response to the NPRM. We anticipate that this will be one of several opportunities for members to provide their feedback on the NPRM and COGR’s planned response. 

Laboratory Safety.  The Laboratory Safety Task Force created by APLU in coordination with the Association of American Universities (AAU), American Chemical Society (ACS), and Council on Government Relations (COGR) is comprised of senior research officers, environmental and health safety officers, faculty, and industry and national lab representatives.  The task force recommends that all universities embrace a renewed commitment to improve the safety culture for all academic research, scholarship, and teaching. APLU will present 20 recommendations drawn from research and reports from the National Academies, ACS, OSHA, and the US Chemical Safety and Hazards Board’s review of the Texas Tech accident in which a student was seriously injured, as well as a toolkit for implementing these recommendations. 
Meet the Costing Policies Committee & Issues Update: COGR recently welcomed new leaders and members to the Costing Policies Committee. As we remain engaged with many ongoing agenda items, including implementation of the Uniform Guidance, the new and fresh composition of the Committee will allow the Committee to continue its excellent work on behalf of the COGR Membership. This session will include an introduction to the members of the Costing Policies Committee, an issues update, and an open discussion on topics that the Membership may like the Committee to focus on over the next year.
· 12:00 Noon – 1:00 p.m. – Buffet Lunch
· 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Guest Speaker: Dr. Sethuraman “Panch” Panchanathan, Senior Vice President for the Office of Knowledge and Enterprise Development at Arizona State University, and appointed by the President in 2014 to the National Science Board.
· 2:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  – Break
· 2:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. – National Academies Report on Research Regulations and Reporting Requirements:  The National Academy of Sciences Committee on Federal Research Regulations and Reporting Requirements released Part One of a two-part report on September 22 entitled, Optimizing The Nation’s Investment in Academic Research: A New Regulatory Framework for the 21st Century. The report makes a number of recommendations specific to Congress, federal agencies and research institutions. Among them, that the “regulatory regime” governing federally funded academic research should be reexamined. The committee recommends that Congress create a self-funded, government-linked Research Policy Board composed of representatives from academic research institutions and liaisons from federal agencies as a forum for discussions on the regulation of federally funded research. Harriet Rabb, Vice President and General Counsel, The Rockefeller University, and Vice Chair of the committee will present the findings.   
· 3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. – Break
· 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. - The FDP Payroll Certification Audit Results and their Impact on the Future of Effort Reporting.  The FDP Payroll Certification audit results are being released by the NSF and HHS OIGs. Concurrently, Section 200.430 of the Uniform Guidance has set the new standards for Compensation & Documentation and the requirements for charging salaries to Federal awards. And in concert, OMB has signaled that new systems to comply with 200.430 are encouraged and should be explored. These events will impact the future of effort reporting, though without a crystal ball, the exact future of effort reporting is not clear. Federal and University representatives will participate in a panel discussion to address the results of the FDP Payroll Certification audit results and the new requirements under 200.430 to offer varying perspectives on the future of effort reporting.
· 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. – Cocktail Reception & Buffet Dinner
Friday, October 23, 2015
· 7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. -  Buffet Breakfast 
· 8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.  FDP Update:  Cynthia Hope, Chair of the Federal Demonstration Partnership Executive Committee, and Assistant Vice President for Research and Director of the Office for Sponsored Programs at The University of Alabama will provide an update on the latest FDP initiatives.
· 9:15 a.m.-10:00 a.m. – Jean Feldman, Head, Policy Office, Division of Institution and Award Support at the National Science Foundation will discuss the proposed updated Research Terms and Conditions (RTC) to address and implement the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (2 CFR 200). 
· 10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. – Break
· 10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. – Sally Rockey, Executive Director of the Foundation for
    Food and Agriculture Research 
· 10:45 a.m. – 12:00 Noon – COGR Committee Reports
Research Compliance and Administration 
Contract and Intellectual Property
Costing Policies
Research & Regulatory Reform
 (Members are encouraged to submit advance questions and issues for Friday morning discussion to trusso@cogr.edu)
· 12:00 Noon – Adjournment

